
The Australian Greyhound 
Racing Industry 

Excessive breeding and killing
of young, healthy dogs
–  On average, 20,000 greyhounds are born each year;  

it is estimated that 17,000 of those dogs who don’t 
qualify for racing, are killed.

–  Mass graves reveal evidence of inhumane killing  
(e.g., dogs being bludgeoned to death).

–  Dogs are abandoned to die of starvation or sold  
to illegal dog fighting rings as live bait.

–  Dogs are given to vet schools to be have their  
blood drained while still alive, and then killed.

Widespread criminal behaviour 
(doping and live baiting) 
–  Dogs are baited or ‘blooded’ with small live animals 

(possums, rabbits, cats, kittens) to encourage them  
to chase. These animals are tied to a lure and mauled to 
death by the dogs. 

–  Dogs are doped with iIlegal drugs and other substances 
to give them the winning edge. These substances are 
injurious to the health of the dogs. Their use is an offence 
under criminal law and prohibited drugs legislation.

Facts that cannot be ignored 



SHUT IT  
DOWN !

Time is Up  
for Greyhound  
Racing in  
Australia:

Cruelty on the track 
–  On average 4 to 5 dogs are injured every week on  

the track, and large numbers are killed as a result  
of their injuries.

Poor quality of life 
–  Heat stress is a concern, as dogs are transported in 
unconditioned vehicles, and raced regardless of the 
weather.

–  Greyhounds are bred in puppy farm-like conditions.
–  They spend more than 23 hours of every day of their 

lives (except on race days) in small kennels with only 
3 periods of 10 minutes of exercise per day.

–  Some have no protection from the seasonal elements, 
no bedding and are provided with no stimulation.

A cruel and corrupt gambling industry 
Subsidized with tax payer funding
–  Despite having lost its social licence, governments 

still fund this cruelty. Every year State and Territory 
governments subsidize the industry to the tune of 
millions of tax payer funded dollars.

Industry failure in duty of care
–  The industry takes no responsibility for the care and 

rehoming of dogs who do not qualify for racing, nor 
when they retire dogs from racing, apart from a small 
number of dogs adopted through the Greyhound 
Adoption Program.

–  Apart from those adopted through charity rescue 
groups, the remainder of dogs are killed.

For more information please go to our facebook page: 
Coalition for the Protection of Greyhounds


